BAY AREA LEGAL SERVICES

BAY AREA VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROGRAM

PRO BONO CASE SUMMARIES – July, 2016

Thank you for your interest in providing pro bono services.  Below are case summaries for clients whose cases are pending referral to a pro bono attorney for a consultation.  The pro bono attorney determines whether representation will be provided once the consultation is completed.  If you are interested in accepting a pro bono case, please contact our Case Referral Manager, Elva N. Kennis, at ekennis@bals.org.

***When you accept a pro bono case, Stetson Law School or Cooley Law School students are willing and ready to assist you, whether it be with research, writing, drafting or other legal work under your supervision.  If you are interested in having a Stetson law student assist you with your pro bono case, please email probono@law.stetson.edu and if you are interested in having a Cooley law student assist you with your pro bono case, please email Laura Bare at barel @cooley.edu. ***
FAMILY LAW

Case # 16-xxxx909 (Adoption) ***PENDING PLACEMENT W/VOLUNTEER***
Our Spanish speaking only client needs assistance in adopting her granddaughter.  She has been caring for the child since she was 4 months old. The client doesn’t anticipate that either parent will contest the adoption. Volunteer attorney needed to consult with the client to determine if representation will be provided.

Case # 16-xxxx329 (Divorce)

Our client seeks a divorce from her husband of 9 years. The parties separated in March 2016 and have 3 minor children. The OP has since moved out of the country. The parties have marital assets and liabilities that will need to be addressed in the divorce. Voluntary attorney needed to consult with client and determine if representation will be provided.

Case # 16-xxxx897 (Divorce)

Our client seeks assistance with a pending divorce from her husband of 7 years. The parties have been separated for 3 years. There are 2 minor children not common to the marriage. OP is disputing the claim that the eldest child is not his. OP is represented and client hasn’t successful in pushing the case along. Volunteer attorney needed to represent client in the Divorce process.

Case # 16-xxxx841 (Divorce)

Client seeks a divorce from her husband of 13 years. The parties have been separated since 2007. The parties have 2 minor children. Husband lives out of state and has not been involved with the children. He does not visit with them and only calls a couple of times per year. Client seeks sole parental responsibility as a result. A child support order was previously entered in Puerto Rico and husband is significantly in arrears. 

Case # 16-xxxx885 (Temporary Custody for Grandparent)

Our client has been caring for her 4-year-old grandson for the last two years. The child’s parents will consent to a court order for temporary custody being entered. Client would like to file an action for Temporary Custody so that she can make educational and medical decisions on the child’s behalf and provide more stability for him. 

Case # 16-xxxx057 (Divorce)

Our disabled client seeks a divorce from his wife of 10 years. The parties have no children together. The wife lives out of state. There are no assets or debts to distribute.  

GUARDIANSHIP

Case # 15-xxxx447 (Guardianship/Guardian Advocacy) 

Our Spanish-speaking only client and her husband seek assistance in becoming guardians for their developmentally disabled 19-year-old son. Client’s son suffers from Cerebral Palsy and Mental Retardation. He functions on the level of a two-year-old child. The son has extremely limited decision making ability and is non-verbal so it is likely that a regular guardianship case will need to be filed, rather than a guardian advocacy proceeding. Volunteer attorney needed to consult with client and determine if representation will be provided. 

Case # 16-xxxx387 (Guardianship)  ***PENDING PLACEMENT W/VOLUNTEER***
Our client seeks assistance in obtaining a Guardianship of her adult daughter. The intended ward suffers from autism and mental retardation. She is still in high school and incapable of making independent decisions. The client has a poor credit history and needs a consultation to determine whether she is a good candidate to serve as guardian. The father will not oppose Guardianship. Volunteer attorney needed to consult with client and determine if representation will be provided.

MISCELLANEOUS

Case # 16-xxxx480 (Taxes)

Client came in for assistance with a tax issue. He opened a bank account for another individual to have business income deposited. In 2016 he began receiving notices from the IRS regarding back taxes owed for the income associated with the account. The tax years in question are from 2013 to the present. He attempted to straighten the matter out with the IRS but has not been successful. The amount in controversy is over sixty thousand. Volunteer attorney needed to determine client’s rights and remedies and provide representation in the matter.

PROBATE

Case #16-xxxx295 (Probate) ***PENDING PLACEMENT W/VOLUNTEER***
Our client’s father passed away in December 2015, leaving behind three bank accounts totaling less than two hundred dollars and three vehicles. The client has two siblings who do not wish to get involved. She to attempted to close the bank accounts but was informed she needed to probate the estate to do so. The client is in need of a consultation to determine if representation will be provided.

RISK MANAGEMENT: (Advice and Assistance)

This client is a nonprofit charity serving low income individuals between the ages of 10-17.  The organization takes some of their young clients on field trips to visit colleges.  They would like an attorney to assist them in recognizing, avoiding and minimizing liability to the organization.  Assistance may include drafting waivers, policies and protocols and reviewing their insurance coverage.
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